TABLE 38.1: Vowel Symbols (svaram); Vowel-^Consonant Combinations 



Svaram 


Transliteration 


Pronunciation 


Diacritic 


fmr/ip-j 


ojire 


a 


[a] 


- 


oJ 


(^ 


a 


[ai] 


-^ 


oJO 


m 


i 


[i] 


-1 


ojl 


^T3 


1 


[i:] 


-1 


rUl 


£ 


u 


[u] 


~ 


^ 


gii] 


u 


[HI] 


© 


^ 


^ 


r 


[ri] 


^ 


nj 


^ 


e 


[e] 


65— 


OoJ 


^ 


e 


[ei] 


G— 


(SoJ 


Oo^ 


ai 


[ai] 


€)Q— 


OOoJ 


^ 





[0] 


Q— 


OoJO 


GO 





[01] 


C— 


CoJO 


€B^ 


au 


[au] 


(S— 1) 


CaJI) 


_a 




[9] 


- 


n_l" 



a. The vowel [9], which is never word-initial, has no independent symbol. 



TABLE 38.2: Consonant Symbols (vyanjanam) 







Voiceless Plosives 




Voiced Plosives 


N 






Unaspirated 


Aspirated 


Unaspirated 


Aspirated 


ASALS 


Velar 


d&i 


k 


[k] 


QJ 


kh [kl 


CO 


g 


[g] 


ngj 


gh[g«] 


6T3 


n [q] . 


Palatal 


JU 


c 


[tn 


iliB 


ch m 


^ 


J 


[*] 


cou; 


jh [(fel 


6TU) 


fi W 


Retxoflex 


S 


t 


[I] 





th [f ] 


CUD 


d 


m 


019 


dh [cf] 


CTT) 


n tn] 


Dental 


OJ) 


t 


[t] 


LD 


th m 


3 


d 


m 


(JD 


dh[#] 


an 


n [n] 


Labial 


clJ 


P 


[p] 


on 


ph [pT 


eru 


b 


[b] 


(§ 


bh [b«] 


CD 


m [m] 


Sonorants 


cq; 


y 


U] 


ct» 


r W 


EJ 


1 


[1] 


OJ 


V [u] 






Fricatives 


era 


s 


[Q] 


n±] 


s [J] 


CTU 


s 


[s] 


oD 


h [fi] 






Miscellaneous 


^ 


1 


[U 


dB^ 


ks [kj] 


S? 


1 


[J] 





r [r] 
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TABLE 38.3: Irregular Shapes of-u and -u 



d^ 


k + u = 


c©^ 


ku 


d^ 


k + u = 


^ 


ku 


CO 


g + u = 


^ 


gu 


CO 


g + u = 


^ 


gu 


iilB 


c + u = 


^ 


CU 


nib 


c + u = 


-orap 


cu 


^ 


j + u = 


M> 


ju 


^ 


j + u = 


^ 


ju 


€rn 


n + u = 


6TB 


nu 


em 


n + u- 


6TB) 


nu 


OS) 


t + u = 


© 


tu 


CO) 


t + u = 


^ 


to 


CD 


n + u = 


CD 


nu 


CD 


n + u = 


CD) 


nu 


(§ 


bh + u = 


= ^ 


bhu 


C§ 


bh + u = 


= (§ 


bhu 


(^ 


r + u = 


ctn 


ru 


ca 


r + u = 


^ 


ru 


CO 


s + u = 


^ 


su 


OB 


s + u = 


^ 


su 


ojD 


h + u = 


^ 


hu 


n_0 


h + u = 


^ 


hu 


TABLE 38.4: Cillaksarams 


6TD n> 


6tt8 




iuoenS 




can 


*handbreadth* 


CD n> 


a5 




(ST^rUCTJ 




avan 


*he' 




ca r> 


d 




ffiejoS 




malar 


'popped rice' 


EJ 1> 


(^ 




oJd&iCU^ 




pakal 


'day' 




^ 1> 


60 




C!JR)rUc>0 


aval 


'she' 




TKBi.B'i%.^\ Consonant Diacritics 


CD n + en) 


y 


^ci 


ny 


CD^OCQ^o 


nyayam 'justice' 


nJ p + C^ 




(^ 


Pr 


cry1CU)1 


priti 


'affection' 


CQ S + CU 


V = 


CQJ 


sv 


CQJOCTUo 


svasam 'breath' 
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SECTION 38: MALAYALAM WRITING 423 



TABLE 


38.6: 


Vertical Conjuncts (in 


order 


of second member) 






CTU S 


+ 


d&^ 


k 


= 


^ 


sk 


C^CTU)o 


skandham 


'shoulder' 


JU C 


+ 


jixa 


ch 


= 


^ 


cch 


<0T^iUCT8 


acchan 


'father' 


^ j 


+ 


^ 


J 


= . 


^ 


jj 


(2% 


majja 


'lymph' 


s t 


+ 


s 


t 


= 


§ 


tt 


ojnjgl 


atti 


'pile' 


n^ S 


+ 


s 


t 


= 


s 


St 


s 


kastam 


'difficulty' 


CU) d 


+ 


CU) 


d 


= 


CU) 

OJO 


dd 


^CUiEJl 


iddali 


'kind of cake' 


c^ S 


+ 


CTD 


n 


= 


6TD 


sn 


6TT) 


kasnam 


'piece' 


oJ p 


+ 


(3D 


t 


= 




Pt 


CTOCDOoJI 
on 


samapti 


'completion' 


6nj b 


+ 


3 


d 


= 


6TU 

G 


bd 


cQgnjo 

G 


sabdam 


'noise' 


cro s 


+ 


CD 


n 


= 


^ 


sn 


cscn^o-Oo 


sneham 


'love' 


oJ p 


+ 


nJ 


P 


= 


Rd 


PP 


aJT^fl^o 


appam 


'(sweet) bread' 


(&) k 


+ 


EJ 


1 


= 


^ 


kl 


CS^CQo 


klesam 


'pain' 


rU p 


+ 


CTU 


s 


= 


nJ 

(TU 


ps 


cro 


apsara 


'celestial dancer' 


cro s 


+ 


CTU 


s 


= 


CTU 

CTU 


ss 


CD CD CTU " 
cro 


manassQ 


'mind' 


TABLE 


38.7: 


Horizontal Conjuncts 










cfr) k 


+ 


^ 


k 


= 


c&n 


kk 


nJdftno 


pakkam 


'side' 


d&^ k 


+ 


c^ 


t 


= 


OO 10) 


kt 


C-Q (075)1 


sakti 


'power' 


6T3 n 


+ 


d&^ 


k 


= 


8&^ 


nk 


oJ893 


paiika 


'fan' 


C3 h 


+ 


6T3 


fi 


= 


6ur3 


nn 


JUgUTBaJ 


cannala 


'chain' 


6TU) n 


+ 


6K5) 


n 


= 


6T0TCJ: 


nil 


d6^6T0T0)1 


kanni 


'rice gruel' 


6KJ) n 


+ 


JU 


c 


= 


raj 


nc 


CGlRiraj" 


anc9 


'five' 


6TD n 


+ 


s 


t 


= 


or? 


nt 


QJU6TT§ 


centa 


'drum' 


CTD n 


+ 


CUD 


d 


= 


6TTU) 


nd 


Qgmjuejo 


mandalam *circle' 


OJ) t 


+ 


CU) 


t 


= 


CCTU) 


tt 


d&3COT0^1 


kutti 


'stabbed' 


OD t 


+ 


CD 


m 


= 


CUXD 


tm 


C0ira)CUXDOCXI^ 


atmavo 


'soul' 


en n 


+ 


OJ) 


t 


= 


CTU) 


nt 


-ajcTU)o 


cantam 


'beauty' 


CD n 


+ 


3 


d 


• = 


CB 


nd 


gCDlO) 


indira 


'Indira' 


CD n 


+ 


CJU 


dh 


= 


CTU) 


ndh 


CGrt)CTU)CT(? 


andhan 


'blind' 


CD n 


+ 


CD 


n 


= 


CTD 


[nn] 


3r[nn] CDCTDCT? 


mannan 


*king' 


CD n 


+ 


CD 


m 


= 


C1CD 


nm 


CDCICD 


nanma 


'goodness' 


CD m 


+ 


CD 


m 


= 


mfTi 


mm 


(ST^cm 


amma 


'mother' 


CQ s 


+ 


JU 


c 


= 


crau 


sc 


CGT^CQyoijo 


a^caryam 


'wonder' 



TABLE 38.8: Simplified Characters 





Traditional 


Modem 


pra 


erg 


LrU 


pu 


^ 


^l 


pu 


^e 


^l 


pr 


^ 


^J 



TABLE 38.9: Simplified Consonant Clusters 





Traditional 


Modem 


kta 


CoTff) 


da^'cu) 


nta 


(TO 


n^CD (with cillaksaram) 


nma 


cm 


08 m (with cillaksaram) 


pna 


^ 


clJ^CO 


spa 


^ 


a9d"aJ 


ska 


"^ 


CTO"d&^ 



TABLE 38.10: Spelling at Phrase Break 



In Pause 



Scriptio Continua 



cQiranJO^ avan 'he' (GTraoJCDODO avanata 'He is there.' 

cQT^OJ^o aval 'she' ojfsiOJO^ajlos avalevite 'Where is she?' 

CDEJC^ malar 'popped rice' CLEJ 0)301)1 malarayi 'The popped rice is ready.' 



TABLE 38.11: Numerals 












12345 


6 


7 


8 


9 





JD 0_ CTL. (f (§) 


OT) 


GN 


^ 


CT^ 


6— 
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